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COMMISSIONERS' ACTIVITIES
Commissioner Mohamed Ameermia receives the prestigious 2017 Robert G.
Storey International Award for Leadership
South African Human Rights Commissioner, Advocate Mohamed Shaﬁe Ameermia, has been awarded the
Robert G. Storey International Award for Leadership in Dallas, Texas. The Commission is proud of
Commissioner Ameermia’s achievement in receiving this award in recognition of his dedication and
commitment to human rights. It is an excellent testimony for the Commission, highlighting the fact that some
of the Commissioners of the SAHRC are internationally recognised for their work in human rights.
Commissioner Ameermia is the ﬁrst South African and African to receive the prestigious international award.
Read more

Commissioner Mohammed Ameermia receiving the 2017 Robert G. Storey International Award

Commissioner Mohamed Ameermia participates at an international housing

Commissioner Mohamed Ameermia participates at an international housing
committee
Commissioner Mohamed Ameermia participated a the Global Network of Cities, Local and Regional
Governments (UCLG) in in Ottawa from 8-9 June 2017. The meeting aimed at renewing its commitment to
drive forward “The Shift” to housing as a human right.
The meeting organized by the UN Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing, Leilani Farha discussed the next
steps of “The Shift”, a global campaign for the right to housing launched with the support of UCLG at the
Habitat III Summit in Quito in October 2016.

Commissioner Mohamed Ameermia participating at the Global Network of Cities, Local and Regional
Governments meeting on the right to housing. Pic: UCLG

Refugees have an equal right to healthcare
The health department recognises this but not everyone, including asylum seekers, knows this.
June 20 is World Refugee Day. There are about 65.6-million forcibly displaced people, and 22.5-million
international refugees, the recent report by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees states.
South Africa is host to a refugee population from many parts of the African continent and beyond. They are
fleeing persecution, civil conflict and wars that threaten life and limb. Refugees and asylum seekers here face
a number of problems and access to healthcare is arguably one of the most pressing. Read more

SAHRC IN THE MEDIA

SA Jewish Board welcomes ruling against Cosatu's Masuku
Equality Court found Cosatu's Bongani Masuku guilty of hate speech against the Jewish community. JOHANNESBURG - The South
African Jewish Board of Deputies has welcomed the Equality Court judgment ﬁnding Congress of South African Trade Unions
(Cosatu)'s Bongani Masuku guilty of hate speech against the Jewish community.
The board laid a complaint against Masuku with the South African Human Rights Commission claiming that he had made
threatening, inflammatory and derogatory statements against Jewish students at Wits University in 2009. Read more

Human Rights Commission to police: Stop using excessive force
The South African Human Rights Commission is calling on the Police Minister to ensure that oﬃcers don't use excessive force
during student protests. The Commission released its Civil and Political Rights Report for 2016/2017 in Johannesburg.
It condemned reported instances of alleged police heavy-handedness in dealing with protesters. Several institutions in KwaZuluNatal were forced to close their doors last year due to violent student protests. Read more

South African Human Rights Commission On Safety of Rail Commuters
The SAHRC Calls for Urgent Action to Be Taken to Secure the Rights of Rail Passengers. The South African Human
Rights Commission (the Commission) is extremely concerned by the accounts of Metrorail commuters, in an article
published by the City Press on Sunday, 25th June 2017, entitled, "Groped, doped on the train".

These accounts compel the Commission to call on all relevant authorities to ensure that the 1.7 million
commuters, that use our rail system daily, are kept safe as they travel to work and school. The Commission is
particularly concerned with the safety of women and children.Read more

SAHRC advocate for refugees, asylum seekers healthcare
The South African Human Rights Commission (SAHRC) said on Tuesday that refugees and asylum seekers should not be denied
healthcare. In a statement marking the World Refugee Day, which falls on June 20, the SAHRC said refugees and asylum seekers
face a peculiar disadvantage in accessing healthcare given their status as non-nationals.
“This is compounded by xenophobia and discrimination. Refugees and asylum seekers are often denied access to healthcare
owing to their nationality,” SAHRC Chairperson Bongani Majola said. Read more

KZN cancer patients' right to healthcare has been violated: SAHRC
A damning report by the South African Human Rights Commission has found that the KwaZulu-Natal department of health has
failed its cancer patients.
The 68-page SAHRC report found that "the delays in the provision of‚ and in some cases the denial of‚ oncology services to
cancer patients‚ some of whom are destitute and in need of health care‚ aﬀects them in a most fundamental way”. “It poses a
serious threat to the patients' lives and the enjoyment of other rights. It cannot be denied that the rights to life and human
dignity‚ which are intertwined in our constitution are intertwined in this matter." Read more
The report is available here.

MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS
SAHRC ON TWITTER @SAHRCommission

Commissioner Andre Gaum on SAHRC investigation following the removal of artworks
from the University of Cape Town via SABC

SAHRC launches Civil and Political Rights Report

Commissioner Chris Nissen opening Seminar to launch report on Civil and Political Rights
in SA

in SA

What are Civil and Political Rights by Head of Research Fola Adeleke

Why are Civil and Political Rights important in South Africa by Head of Research, Fola
Adeleke

What is the Civil and Political Rights Report by Head of Research, Fola Adeleke

What are some of the key findings of Civil and Political Rights Report by Head of
Research Fola Adeleke

Legal expert Magdaleen de Klerk on SAHRC's work the rights of children via Kyknet

SAHRC Librarian Lesedi Sojane's opening remarks at the International Albinism
Awareness Day

Albinism Activist Mpho Tjope on International Albinism Awareness Day

Albinism Activist Mpho Tjope on being the only one in his family with Albinism

Albinism Activist Mpho Tjope, Albinism killings increasing in Africa

HUMAN RIGHTS DAYS
Nelson Mandela Day
Nelson Mandela International Day, also known as Mandela Day, is held on July 18 each year. The day remembers Mandela’s
achievements in working towards conflict resolution, democracy, human rights, peace, and reconciliation.
What Do People Do?
Nelson Mandela Day not only celebrates Nelson Mandela’s life, but it is also a global call to action for people to recognize their
ability to have a positive eﬀect on others around them. The day hopes to inspire people to embrace the values that Mandela
shared. These values include democracy, freedom, equality, diversity, reconciliation, and respect.
Human Resources will communicate on SAHRC plans for this year's Nelson Mandela Day activities

BIRTHDAYS
Princess Magopane (HO) - 1st
Nomawethu Mhlophe (EC) & Mamello Matthews (WC) - 3rd
Witness Ndala (HO) - 6th
Sinethemba Memela & (HO) Vivian Khobela (NW) - 7th
Hilda Pule (HO) - 14th
Mpho Boikanyo (NW) - 16th
Alufheli Nefale (MP) - 18th
Alucia Sekgathume (HO) - 19th
Lindiwe Dlamini (HO) - 20th
Kate Tissington (WC) - 21st
Hlengiwe Khumalo (HO) - 24th
Gregory Paulse (HO) - 28th
Aubrey Mdazana (EC) - 30th
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