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PREFACE 
 
The mandate of the South African Human Rights Commission is a broad and 
comprehensive one and includes the obligation to  ‘monitor and assess the observance 
of human rights’ in South Africa. The challenges of advancing a culture of human 
rights and of achieving equality in a society that is as disparate as ours must mean that 
the issue of social and economic rights are dealt with having full regard to the current 
context and developmental challenges we face.  
 
Section 184(3) of the Constitution gives power to the Commission to request 
information from relevant organs of state on measures taken towards the realisation of 
the various social and economic rights set out in the Constitution. 
 
This report covers an import period in the realisation of economic and social rights in 
our country -- the fifth anniversary of our Constitution.  It also represents the fourth 
monitoring cycle of the economic and social rights monitoring mandate of the 
Commission.  It is important to remind ourselves that the Commission is entering its 
second term of its mandate to monitor and assess human rights guided by two 
landmarks decisions of the Constitutional Court -- the Grootboom and TAC cases.  
With these groundbreaking cases as signposts, we are certain that we shall not falter in 
our mission, hence they served as building blocks in the present report. 
 
This report has benefited from many people.  We would like to thank the 
representatives of various government departments who responded to the protocols 
and provided helpful information used in the development of this report. 
 
We extend our appreciation to the NORAD/Norwegian Embassy (Pretoria) for 
providing funding for the work towards the report and for continued support. 
 
We are particularly indebted to the members of the Research and Documentation 
Department of the Commission for contributing selflessly toward the production of 
this report.  The members include Tseliso Thipanyane (Head of Research and 
Documentation Department) for his guidance and motivation; and the research team: 
Agnes Mabotja, Farida Dollie, Lindiwe Mavundla, Morakane Mokoena, Vusi 
Shabalala, and Vusumzi Moyo.  We also wish to recognise the contribution of those 
researchers who are no longer with the Commission, but who contributed at various 
stages of the report.  These include David Mmakola and Phenyo Rakate (both former 
Deputy Directors), Tshiliso Molukanele, Zandile Nkonyane, and Aruna Dukhi.  We 
appreciate all their efforts. 
 
We wish to acknowledge the administrative support provided by Thandeka Mpisi and 
Nnono Matsaba.  We also wish to extend our gratitude to the following library 
personnel: Lesedi Sojane (the librarian) and her assistants, Mahlape Mollo and 
Nozuko January, for their assistance with necessary material.  Our appreciation goes 
to Donna Reid (Communications Technician) for designing the cover.   
 
Our heartfelt gratitude to all members of the South African Human Rights 
Commission for offering their support during the writing process.  As usual your 
comments and encouragement have been valuable. 
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I hope that you will benefit from reading the Report and that it contributes towards the 
understanding and entrenchment of how human rights play a critical role in the 
transformation of our society and in the achievement of it’s objectives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jody Kollapen 
Chairperson, SAHRC 
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